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THE USE OF CHOPSTICKS AS CULTURE IDENTITY FOR THE 

CHINESE PEOPLE IN SHANDONG AND CHINESE ETHNIC IN 

JAKARTA 

        

 

Culture in each country has its own characteristics and diversity. One of the 

cultures owned by the Chinese state is the culture of using chopsticks. Chopsticks 

or kuàizi is a cutlery that has existed and began to be used in East Asia, made of 

two wooden sticks that have the same length and is used by holding it between 

the fingers of one hand. Chopsticks are often used to pinch, to take a food from 

one plate to another or to put a food on mouth. However, due to the development 

of the times, chopsticks are not only a cutlery but also as an identity of the 

Chinese community and ethnic Chinese. This study aims to determine the types 

of chopsticks that are known by research informants and the use of chopsticks 

which is a cultural identity by the Chinese community and ethnic Chinese, 

especially in the cities of Shandong and Jakarta. The research method used is a 

qualitative descriptive method. Data collection techniques using observation, 

interviews, and documentation. The data analysis process uses steps, namely, 

data reduction, data presentation, and verification. Based on the results of the 

analysis of the types of chopsticks known to the Chinese ethnic community in 

Jakarta and the Chinese community in Shandong, among others, bamboo 

chopsticks, stainless steel chopsticks, wooden chopsticks, plastic chopsticks, 

ivory chopsticks, silver chopsticks, and gold chopsticks. There are 3 aspects of 

cultural identity that appear in this study, namely individual identity, family 

identity, and belief identity. Individual identity is indicated by the freedom to use 

chopsticks as their identity wherever they are. Family identity arises from the 

habit or tradition of a large family to eat together at the dining table and use 

chopsticks as an identity in the family. The identity of the belief shows the use of 

chopsticks in the place of prayer which is used for ancestral ceremonies. 
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